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Visit lawfoundationpei.ca for more information 

 

 
Originally established in 1973, the Law Foundation of Prince Edward Island 

operates pursuant to Part VII of the Legal Profession Act. The purpose 
of the Foundation is to receive interest earned on lawyers’ trust accounts (IOLTA) 

and to make these funds available to organizations engaged in activities 
which are in keeping with the Foundation’s mandate. 
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ABOUT THE LAW FOUNDATION OF PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND 
  
MISSION 
The Law Foundation of PEI (Law Foundation) works to promote the advancement of legal 
knowledge and access to justice for all Prince Edward Islanders. It does this by funding projects 
and encouraging partnerships that advance the Foundation’s mandate. 
 
MANDATE 
As set out in the Legal Profession Act, Part VII Law Foundation, Section 50(1), the 
Foundation has the power to establish and maintain a fund and use the proceeds thereof 
for the purposes of: 

a) legal education, legal research or law reform 
b) the editing and printing of decisions of the Court of Appeal, Supreme Court and 

Provincial Court of Prince Edward Island 
c) the promotion of legal aid  
d) aiding in the establishing, operating, and maintaining of law libraries in Prince 

Edward Island 
 

ADMINISTRATION 
The affairs of the Law Foundation are conducted by a Board of Governors composed of five 
members, four being members of the Law Society and appointed by the Council of the Law 
Society; and one member who is appointed by the Minister of Justice and Public Safety and 
Attorney General. Governors serve on the board for a term of two years or until a successor 
is appointed.  
 
The Board meets a minimum of four times per year to decide on policy matters and to deal 
with the general administration of the Law Foundation.  
 
Day-to-day administration and management services are provided by an Executive Director 
who is engaged on a part-time contract basis. Financial administration support is provided 
by a Financial Officer who is engaged on a part-time contract basis.   
 
BOARD AND STAFF   

 
 
 
 

2018 Law Foundation of PEI Board of Governors* 2018 Law Foundation of PEI Staff 
• Gary Scales, Chair 
• Barbara Smith, Q.C., Secretary-Treasurer 
• John Maynard, Q.C. 
• Erin Mitchell, Attorney General Representative 
• William Dow, Q.C.  

 
*Biographies of each Board member can be found here. 

• Lisa MacKay, Financial Officer 
• Sheila Lund MacDonald, 

Executive Director 

http://www.lawfoundationpei.ca/help.php
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AREAS OF ENCOURAGEMENT 2019-2022 
The following four areas of encouragement were identified to guide funding decisions, with 
the overarching goal of strengthening Islanders’ ability to access justice and legal 
information:  
 

• Legal needs of seniors, newcomers, low income Islanders and vulnerable groups. 
• Innovative approaches to enhance access to justice. 
• Public legal education that is practical, relevant and accessible. 
• Technology, specifically projects that explore or use technology that enhances the 

delivery of legal services and/or public legal education. 
 
 

GRANT ACTIVITY REPORT 2013-2018 
Organization Description Grants 

from 
2013- 2017 

Grants in 
2018 

Courthouse Law Library Services To support day-to-day operations. $595,317 $75,000 
Community Legal Information 
Association 

To support day-to-day operations. $242,000 $50,000 

Bar Admission Course and 
Coordination of Professional Legal 
Education Sessions 

Funds allocated to cover the cost of 
the course and for coordination of 
other professional legal education 
events. 

$175,631 $35,000 

Canadian Legal Information Institute  To support CanLII case law service. $19,000 $3,000 
Legal Education Scholarships  $5000 annually to support 

scholarships for law students. 
$25,000 $5,000 

Legal Administration Scholarships Annual scholarships for students 
studying legal administration. 

$17,500 $1,500 

Association of Canadian Law 
Foundations 

Annual membership fee. $1,300 --1 

Project Grants provided in 2018 For one-time and multi-year projects.  $11,700 
Project Grants from 2013-2017 For one-time and multi-year projects. $516,347  
Total funding in 2018  $181,200 
Total funding from 2013-2017 $1,592,095  

 
From 2013-2018 the Law Foundation of PEI has provided  

$1,773,295 
in funding support to PEI-based projects and organizations. 

 
 

 

                                                           
1 For 2018 onward the Association of Canadian Law Foundations fee has been moved from grants to administrative 
expenses and will not be included in the grant calculations. 
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Professor Vokhid Urinov (left) presents the 
Law Foundation Scholarship to Jeremy 
MacDonald (Photo credit UNB Law School) Professor Vokhid Urinov (left) presents the Law 

Foundation Scholarship to Maggie Grimmer (Photo 
credit UNB Law School
 

SCHOLARSHIPS 
The Law Foundation funds a variety of scholarships to support students pursuing careers in 
law. In 1985 an endowment fund was started in order to offer a scholarship to Island 
students attending the Dalhousie Schulich School of Law. In 1992 an endowment fund was 
started to offer both an entrance and an upper year scholarship to Island students attending 
law school at the University of New Brunswick.  Beginning in 2008, the Law Foundation 
partnered with the Law Society of PEI to establish an annual scholarship award fund for 
students from PEI engaged in the study of law at an accredited university.   

Since 2008, the Law Foundation has offered scholarships for those graduating from legal 
administration programs on PEI. 

2018 Centennial Scholarship Recipients  
Law Foundation of PEI Centennial Scholarships were presented to University of New 
Brunswick students Jeremy MacDonald (Entrance scholarship) and Margaret Grimmer 

(Upper Year scholarship) at the October 2018 
Law Academic Awards Night ceremony.  

Graeme Stetson was the recipient of the 2018/2019 Dalhousie Schulich School of Law 
Centennial Scholarship. 

Left: Graeme Stetson 
Shulich School of Law 
Dalhousie Universityl 

Law Society/Law Foundation Scholarship 
2017-2018 recipients were: Gregory Landry, Iain McCarvill and 
Margaret Grimmer. 

Legal Administration Program Scholarships 
In 2018 scholarships were awarded to Stephanie Ashaolu and Susan 
Lott at the Holland College graduation ceremony held on July 27th. 

Keynote speaker, Cindy Cameron (center), presents 
the Law Foundation award to Susan Lott (left) and 
Stephanie Ashaolu (right). Photo credit Holland 
College 
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2018 ACLF 
The Executive Director and Treasurer attended sessions of the National Association of 
IOLTA Programs (NAIP) conference held in Vancouver on January 31st, which were part of 
the American Bar Association conference that was held at that time.  The NAIP sessions 
were followed by the annual Association of Canadian Law Foundation’s (ACLF) meetings 
that were also held in Vancouver from February 1st to 3rd.  The ACLF event included panel 
discussions about public interest law, self-represented litigants and access to justice 
initiatives.  The keynote speaker was Honourable Thomas Cromwell, retired Justice, 
Supreme Court of Canada. 

CHAIR’S REPORT– GARY SCALES 
The following report highlights some of the key activities and 
successes of the Law Foundation of Prince Edward Island 
throughout 2018. 

2018 Funding Activity 
Over 2018 the Law Foundation contributed approximately $170,000 
in support of continuous programs and services including the 
courthouse law libraries, the Community Legal Information 

Association, the PEI bar admission course, a legal education coordinator position, CanLII 
levies and  scholarships.   

In addition, the Law Foundation was pleased to approve one-time grants 
totaling $11,700 to the following projects:  

• Improving communication for the hard of hearing in legal
environments – Phase 2 (PEI Chapter of the Canadian Hard of
Hearing Association).

• Development of legal information documents for migrant workers
(The Cooper Institute).

• Support for PEI Human Rights Day (PEI Human Rights
Commission). 

• Support for a legal information workshop (Arthritis Society of PEI).

Revenues and Expenditures2 
The Law Foundation experienced a significant increase in revenues during 2018, benefitting 
from higher interest rates. This resulted in a positive cash position of $140,315 for 2018 as 
compared to a deficit of $31,665 in 2017.  Interest on lawyer’s trust accounts (IOLTA) 
revenue totaled $372,103 in 2018, up from $192,842 in 2017.  

PEI Bar Admission Course 
The Law Foundation was happy to provide funding towards the delivery of an entirely PEI-
based bar admission course (previously participants had to travel to Halifax).  The program 
was first delivered in the Fall of 2018 and included a short presentation about the purpose 
and work of the Foundation. 

2 Law Foundation of PEI final Audited Statements ending December 31st, 2018 
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Looking Forward to 2019 

2019 Project Support: 
In addition to its continuous funding programs the Law Foundation approved 
grants for the following projects to be completed in 2019: 

• PEI Human Rights Commission to support a mentorship initiative and to pay
for real time captioning of presentations at a national conference they are
hosting in June.

• PEI Citizen Advocacy to develop a comprehensive research plan.

Strategic Planning: 
Strategic planning activity was completed in 2018 and a 
plan was developed that covers the period from 2019-
2021.  

Chief Justice Thane Campbell Law Series:  
The next Chief Justice Thane Campbell Lectureship in 
Law will be delivered as part of the national conference of 
Canadian Human Rights Agencies slated for June 2019. 
The speaker for the event will be Professor Benjamin 
Berger (Osgoode Law School). 

Acknowledgements 
I extend thanks to the members of the Law Foundation’s Board of Governors for their 
generous commitment of time and effort to the work of the Law Foundation:  Barbara Smith, 
Q.C. (Secretary Treasurer), John Maynard, Q.C., William Dow, Q.C., and Deputy Minister 
Erin Mitchell.  The Law Foundation also extends its appreciation to staff members, Lisa 
MacKay, Financial Officer, and Sheila Lund MacDonald, Executive Director, for their work 
throughout the year.  

Respectfully submitted, 

Gary Scales, Chair 
Law Foundation of Prince Edward Island 

©2018 The Law Foundation of Prince Edward Island 
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APPENDIX “A” AUDITED FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
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